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Recently the Hungarisn Govermment issued deorco Noe 4166/1949,
acoording to which the Central Statistioal Office, which is run by
the Promier's Office, is to set up & "collection of confidential
publicatione®e At tho some time, the Government ordered the setting
up of un inter~ministorial committes whigh is to deolde which publie
ontions, data, and information are to be oconsidered as "ooufidential
from the standpoint of national interost” and placed in a speoial
oollection in the Coutral Statistioal Office.

The reason for these sudden measures was an article in the
orfioial party newspaper "Ssabad Nop" ("Free People", Hungary's
equivalent of "Pravda"), whose editor , Joseph Revai, is the Minister
of Information and one of the most influential members of the "Mosoow
Group", Niue days before the above orders were jasued by the Govwern
ment, "Sxabad Nep" discussed the recently published 1949 Yearbook of
the Statistioal Office in Budapest, and sooused this office of an
irresponsibility completely counter %o Sooialist thinking and Marxiat
opirit, The Yearbook, "Skabad Nep" stated ominously, was in no wise
adequate %o the requirements of & Peopla's Demooracyse

There wore several roasons for thise First of all, the Yearbook
had 1isted the nwaber of prostitutes in Budapest--even giving their
previous ocoupationse=pnd "Szabed Nop" olaimed that this placed the
working women in an unfavorsble light, Furthersore, the newspaper
stated that the data in the Yearbook showed that the Government hes
dissolved s number of workers' organizations, and that the personnel
of the polics has inoreased both in relation to the population and in
abdolute figurese The artiole did not dare dispute the correctness
of the mtatistioal data, but merely oriticised the faot that they were
published, The reviewer reserved his most violent attacks for the
faot that most of the persons arrested during the past year were
1isted sy workers and laborers, and that the Yearbook gives a tabu-
lation of "oorpses found and persons listed as nissing” e
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The "Szabad Nep" roviewer doolaress "Statistics was a olass
soienos in the servise of the oapitalists, Now, however, it must
reprasent the interests of Socialism”, This, of oourse, implies
that a statistiolan who publishes true figures is an enemy of
Soolalism and a saboteur, a romctionary and an agent of tho Westorn
Inporialiats,

Things 1ike this will no longer happen im Hungary. The interw
ministorial comulttes wilioh has rooontly beon appointed will see to
1% that no data oomes to 1ight whioh is to be troatoed as "oonfi.
dential from the stendpoint of national intorest",
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